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..- New Mexico has been at the forefront of providing equitable opportunities for youth and
IT.- . families to get outdoors since establishing the country’s first Outdoor Equity Fund in

2019. New data analysis confirms that investments in the Outdoor Equity Fund creates
immense social value and improved holistic well-being for families across New Mexico.

Even according to the most conservative number, every dollar invested in the Outdoor Equity Fund yields an
estimated six dollars in social value to New Mexicans. The results* highlight how effectively state investments (and
private contributions) translate into improved quality of life and community well-being and the economic gains
derived from them.

“Reilly S. White, PhD, and Refat Mishok, University of New Mexico Anderson School of Management, August 2025, Measuring the Economic Impact of NMORD Projects, 2022-2024.

ACTIVITIES THE FUND SUPPORTS

« Adaptive Sports « Environmental Education/Outdoor Learning
« Agriculture/Food Sovereignty « Equestrian

« Archery « Fishing

« Astronomy/Stargazing « General Nature Appreciation

« Bird Watching « Hiking/Backpacking

» Boating/Paddling « Hunting

« Camping « Animal/Livestock Activities o

« Conservation/Restoration/Trail Work « Rock Climbing .7

« Cultural Education « Skiing/Snowboarding

« Cycling « Snowshoeing

The New Mexico Outdoor Equity Fund are grants offered to Tribes, Pueblos and
A'v Nations, municipalities, counties, nonprofits, K-12 schools and districts, colleges and

%
m > universities. These organizations provide an array of outdoor educational and
. ] vaq‘ recreational opportunities with a predominant focus on youth of color, rural youth, and
economically disadvantaged youth. This grant supports transformative outdoor

THE UNIVERSITY OF NUESTRA TIERRA LATINO . experiences that foster stewardship and respect for New Mexico’s lands, waters, and
NEW MEXICO. CONSERVATION PROJECT OUTDOORS cultural heritage while connecting youth to career pathways in the outdoors.




“When students hop off the bus to begin a
field trip at the Chihuahuan Desert Nature
Park, they often tell us that this is their first
time ‘in the desert’ despite most of them

living within 10 miles of beautiful natural
areas. We love opening their eyes to the
wonder of this unique place and the
scientists who are studying it.”

STEPHANIE BESTELMEVYER * X

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ASOMBRO INSTITUTE FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION

KRILEIGH GERA

LEAD MENTOR, THE MAYFLY PROJECT

“Children with medical complexity and
disabilities and their families face many
challenges in getting outdoors. Our program
offers the support they need to experience
the joy and healing that nature brings in
accessible spaces and motivates us to
continue to expand through generous
funding from the Outdoor Equity Fund.”

JENNIFER BARTZ

BOARD PRESIDENT, HERO’S PALLIATIVE CARE




